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Brahmins, in charge of temple worship, were con-
nected with the colleges as their professors. Inscrip-
tions furnish authentic information about these centres
of learning, many of which flourished during the
ninth and tenth centuries of the present era. A
Rashtrakuta minister founded the famous residential
college at Salotgi in Bijapur, which had twenty-seven
'boarding-houses. The Sanskrit College at Ennayiram
in the South Arcot district was well-known as a
recognised seat of Vedic studies. The rolls of its
alumni were strengthened not inconsiderably by
learners from the North. The districts of Tanjore,
'Chingleput, Chitaldrug, Shikarpur and Guntur, had
in those glorious days a number of educational institu-
tions where the study of philosophy and grammar, of
arts and sciences, was purused by scholars from all
parts of India. Thus the Peninsular plateau and the
Gangetic plain were linked up by their culture-centres
which provided opportunies for the varied expressions
of the Indian mind to build up an intellectual brother-
hood that for centuries was a unifying force in the
cultural life of the people. Indeed, in the world of
learning the whole country was one.

The three principal forms of the visual art of India
.are united by their common aim to fulfil the spiritual
intention of Indian culture. They express not so much
the mere exterior of things as their interior profundi-
ties, their psychic significance. A soul state, an inner
experience or a light of the Infinite is what they seek to
.reveal. In the delicacy of line in painting, in the